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Edwards Fights to Prevent Housing Freeze for 50,000 Military Families 

Housing Cap Raised by $500 Million in Appropriations Committee  
 

(Washington, DC) – – The House Appropriations Committee today approved a $10 billion military construction 
bill. Also approved was language sought by U.S. Representative Chet Edwards to relieve the Pentagon from a 
statutory spending limit on building and renovating under a military family housing program he helped to 
initiate in 1996. The language would lift the $850 million cap under the public-private housing program by 
$500 million starting Oct. 1. The Pentagon is expected to reach the spending ceiling in November. The 
committee's bill is $450 million above President Bush's request and $162 million over last year's level. 

 
Edwards, the Military Construction Appropriations Subcommittee’s Ranking Member, has pushed for months 
to lift the military housing cap. The House Armed Services Committee tried to solve the problem, but was only 
able to solve it beginning in Fiscal Year 2006. 
 

“Today was a positive bipartisan step forward and I am pleased we have been able to address what would have 
been a terrible injustice to military families,” said Edwards. 
 

Edwards has worked to lift the cap with Chairman of the Military Construction Appropriations Subcommittee 
Joe Knollenberg. Appropriations Chairman Young also supported the program calling it “one of the best 
programs ever” but said there may be difficulty protecting the language against a point of order on the House 
floor next week. 
  
Despite the bipartisan agreement on the committee level, Edwards also has concern that there will be efforts by 
the leadership to strip the provision from the bill when it goes before the Rules Committee. Edwards plans to 
alert military organizations to help ensure the provision stays in the bill. 

 

 “The Rules committee next Tuesday will make a crucial decision. They will either vote to continue the most 
successful military housing program ever or tell 50,000 military families at 27 military installations in 22 states 
that their housing will be put on hold despite all the sacrifices they have made during a time of war.”  
 
It was Edwards who led the fight in the 1996 to implement the innovative public-private military housing 
program which has saved billions of taxpayer dollars while providing better and more affordable housing for 
military families. Under the program, the government creates public-private partnerships to construct, renovate, 



and maintain military family housing.  The government provides some funds up front, and provides military 
families to rent the homes sending their Basic Allowance for Housing to the developer while the developer 
provides the bulk of the capital for the rapid construction. 

 
Because of the program, homes are constructed more affordably and more quickly.  The government saves 
money (estimates are 10-15% over the life of the project) and military families are receiving improved homes in 
one-tenth of the time it would take using old methods of family housing construction. 
 

Last year, Edwards was a leader in efforts supported by the Military Coalition to eliminate the disabled 
veterans’ tax, known as “concurrent receipt” as well as the push to end the drastic reduction in the Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) for spouses of deceased veterans. In both cases, he worked with military and veterans 
groups to highlight the issue before action was ultimately taken.  
 

The Committee also approved $85.2 million for Ft. Hood construction projects. Edwards was able to win 
support for $49.9 million for new barracks, $28.2 million for a new training range, and $7.1 million for a 
command and control center despite early recommendations by the Pentagon to zero out funding for military 
construction projects at Ft. Hood in 2005. 
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