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“REPUBLICAN BUDGET SHORTCHANGES AMERICA,”

SAY SENIORS, VETERANS, AND EDUCATORS

Listed below are excerpts of letters to Members of Congress from groups representing seniors, veterans, educators, farmers and others asking them to reject the House Republican Budget.  The full text of the letters are posted on the House Democratic Whip Website and are linked from the word “Letter” below each excerpt.
HEALTH CARE

“While the budget outlook for large and continuing deficits requires some sacrifices, the policies proposed in the budget resolution reported by the House Budget Committee are unfair, unbalanced, and counterproductive… Many of the appropriated programs serving vulnerable populations have been frozen or reduced in recent years.  Further funding reductions -- if the unrealistic level of discretionary spending is maintained -- will result in unacceptable cuts in the services provided to those people with the greatest need for them.”

-Letter [03/23/04] from AARP
“We are particularly concerned that the [House] Budget Resolution requires the Energy and Commerce Committee to make deep cuts in entitlement programs, and would likely lead to $2.2 billion in Medicaid cuts.  This will increase the number of people without health insurance and lead to further cuts in the quality of care in our nation’s nursing homes… Under the House Budget Committee's resolution for FY 2005, cuts of $120 billion over five years would be required in virtually all domestic discretionary programs outside of homeland security, including veterans health care, medical research and housing programs.  This level of cuts is unacceptable.”

-Letter [03/22/04] from Leadership Council of Aging Organizations (includes National Committee to Preserve Social Security and Medicare, AFL-CIO, Alliance for Retired Americans, American Federation of Teachers, American Society on Aging and others) 

“On behalf of our many hospitals, health care systems, network and provider members, we are writing to strongly oppose the inclusion of any Medicaid spending cuts in the House Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 Budget Resolution. Hospitals are a key health care safety net for the nation’s 50 million Medicaid beneficiaries and for Americans without health care coverage… It is not consistent that less than six months after committing to this critical support of Medicaid [the Medicare Modernization Act], Congress may propose a budget that effectively could result in the loss of the entire relief package and more.”

-Letter [03/16/04] from the American Hospital Association, Association of American Medical Colleges, Catholic Health Association of the United States, Federation of American Hospitals, and other health care organizations
“America’s health and long term care providers and caregivers are writing to express our strong opposition to reconciliation instructions in the FY ’05 House budget resolution that set the stage for cuts to vital care services provided through Medicaid, the Federal/State “safety-net” program for our nation’s poor, elderly and disabled citizens… Now is not the time to cut federal funding to Medicaid.  The impact is clear; loss of federal dollars at levels the Budget Committee is proposing will jeopardize access to quality health and long term care services for our nation’s most needy citizens.”

-Letter [03/16/04] from American Health Care Association, American Dental Association, National Association of Community Health Centers, Visiting Nurse Associations of America, and other health care organizations
“I am writing to express our grave concerns regarding provisions in the House FY 2005 Budget Resolution to cut Medicaid funding by $2.2 billion and domestic discretionary spending (including funding for mental health programs) by $120 billion over five years… Given the already fragile state of the vitally important safety net that Medicaid provides, additional cuts in federal Medicaid funding will mean fewer low-income people will receive mental health services and more restrictions will apply on those services that are available… [W]e urge you to reject any budget resolution that provides less discretionary funding than the President’s FY 2005 budget proposal.”

-Letter [03/23/04] from Michael M. Faenza, CEO of the National Mental Health Association

EDUCATION

“NEA believes that the Budget Resolution should reflect our nation’s priorities and that improving the education of our nation's children should and must be a priority.  America’s public schools are struggling to provide quality services to increased numbers of disadvantaged students and students with special needs, while also implementing accountability and testing mandates…Given these urgent needs, NEA would strongly oppose any Congressional Budget Resolution that provided funding at or less than the levels proposed by the Administration for domestic discretionary programs.  NEA is also very concerned about the impact of proposals to extend tax cuts for corporations and the wealthy.  Increased cost estimates indicate that such tax extenders would dramatically restrict funds available for education and other domestic priorities.”

-Letter [03/09/04] from National Education Association
ENVIRONMENT

“While we recognize the need to address the budget deficit, we oppose using fiscal discipline as cover for making disproportionately deep cuts to programs that protect our environment and natural resources.”

-Letter [03/16/04] from Environmental Community Groups (includes League of Conservation Voters, World Wildlife Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council, and a number of other environmental groups)  

“As you prepare to consider the annual congressional budget resolution, we are writing to express our alarm regarding proposed new budget rules that threaten our nation's environment and natural resources.  We urge you to oppose these unbalanced budget rules, and to help ensure that the fiscal year 2005 budget resolution does not contain them.

We appreciate the critical need to increase fiscal responsibility and address our nation’s growing deficit.  However, we are deeply concerned that the deficit not become cover for starving environmental and natural resources priorities while leaving larger federal budget problems unresolved.  Unfortunately, proposed budget rule changes included in the president’s budget and under discussion by the Budget Committee would cripple these urgent environmental priorities.”

-Letter [03/08/04] from Environmental Community Groups (includes League of Conservation Voters, World Wildlife Fund, Natural Resources Defense Council, and others)  
“On behalf of our millions of members, we urge you to oppose the fiscal year 2005 budget resolution and H.R. 3973, the Spending Control Act of 2003.  These bills would not solve our nation’s fiscal problems, but taken together would lock in deep and disproportionate cuts to environmental and natural resource programs for years to come… Congress should support a balanced fiscal policy that will protect our environment and natural resources while truly addressing the deficit.  Unfortunately, the FY2005 budget resolution and H.R. 3973 would together require deep and unbalanced cuts that would cripple clean water infrastructure, science and technology, the Land and Water Conservation Fund, public lands, wildlife conservation, ocean preservation and other critical priorities. “ 

- Letter [03/23/04] from Friends of the Earth, National Audubon Society, National Environmental Trust, American Rivers, U.S. Public Interest Research Group, and others) 

CITIZENS WITH DISABILITIES

“[W]e urge your leadership in maintaining and improving the services and supports provided to citizens with disabilities across our Nation.  While we recognize that there are many fiscal challenges facing you and your colleagues, we seek your support for critical funding increases in order to begin to meet the unmet needs for health, education, housing, vocational and other support services for citizens with disabilities and their families.”

-Letter [03/09/04] from Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

“The political consensus that once existed in support of the balanced budget goal has broken down. Rather than setting priorities and making hard choices, Congress and the President have simultaneously increased spending and cut taxes - with little or no regard for how it all adds up… In Concord’s view the choice is clear. We believe that renewing caps and paygo is the best step that can be taken immediately to stop digging the fiscal hole deeper.”

-Letter [03/16/04] from the Concord Coalition in support of the Blue Dog Coalition Budget
 “The UAW strongly opposes the FY 2005 budget resolution reported by the Budget Committee. We urge you to vote against this measure, and instead to support the Democratic alternative which is more fiscally responsible and evenhanded, and would direct greater resources to vital domestic programs.”

-Letter from [03/23/04] UAW Executive Board
VETERANS

“For veterans’ discretionary programs, primarily veterans’ medical care, H. Con. Res. 393 would provide $1.3 billion below the minimum amount of funding determined necessary by the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, and $2.0 billion below the amount of funding recommended by the IB just for VA health care services.

Despite an increase over the President’s Budget request released in February, the budget resolution does not provide adequate funding for veterans’ health care to meet the needs of sick and disabled veterans seeking care from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health system.  Last year, the Under Secretary for Health of the VA testified that the VA needs approximately 13 percent to 14 percent annually just to meet the costs of inflation and mandated salary increases.  This budget does not even come close to meeting those needs.  

The co-authors of the IB call on you to reject this half-hearted attempt to fund veterans’ health care.  Passage of the Budget Resolution, as presented, would be a disservice to those men and women who have served this country and who are currently serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, and around the world in our fight against terrorism.”

-Letter [3/23/04] to Members of the House from the Independent Budget (Members of IB include AMVETS, Disabled American Veterans, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Veterans of Foreign Wars)

“I write to urge you to oppose and vote against H. Con. Res. 393, the House [Republican] budget resolution…With the level of appropriations in the House [Republican] budget resolution, VA will be required to delay medical care for some veterans, and to deny it altogether for other sick and disabled veterans, just to enable it to meet inflationary costs…To the veterans of this nation, it is incomprehensible that our Government cannot afford to fund their medical care and benefits programs at a time it can afford generous tax cuts costing hundreds of billions more.” 

-Letter [03/23/04] from Alan Bowers, National Commander, Disabled American Veterans
 “As the House of Representatives prepares to consider the FY 2005 Budget Resolution, Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) strongly urges you to oppose the resolution. Despite an increase over the President’s Budget Request released in February, the budget resolution does not provide adequate funding for veterans’ health care to meet the needs of sick and disabled veterans seeking care from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) health system.” 
-The Paralyzed Veterans of America [March 23, 2004]
“As currently written, the Budget Committee’s proposal does not, repeat not, recommend adequate discretionary funding for VA to carry out veterans’ programs. This is especially true in the area of VA health care…Unfortunately too many sick and disabled veterans seeking health care end up either waiting in lines for treatment or find themselves entirely barred from access because the system does not have the funds to provide the care they earned as a direct result of their past military service…Until it recommends a realistic budget for VA health care, the House Budget Resolution should be defeated. Veterans have paid the price for health care. Now, they need your vote to see the benefits they earned.”

-American Veterans (AMVETS) [March 23, 2004]
“In May 2003, the President’s Task Force to Improve Health Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Veterans reported chronic under-funding that left VA unable to meet its obligations to veterans. The entire situation is intolerable and is certainly no way for Congress to express our nation’s gratitude for the sacrifice and service of its military veterans. AMVETS strongly urges members of the Committee to support [Representative Chet Edward’s] proposal and lift spending for FY 2005 to the bipartisan level recommended by the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. This level of funding is essential and without it those services sick and disabled veterans earned and deserve will not be there when they need them.” 
-American Veterans (AMVETS) [March 10, 2004]

AGRICULTURE

“Now is not the time to reduce funding for valuable food and agricultural programs. Many farmers, ranchers and rural communities struggle with inadequate income, infrastructure, schools, health care, transportation and other basic services. Our national budget should help create opportunities and improve the quality of life for all citizens, including those in rural America.”
-Press Release [3/1/04] from the National Farmers Union quoting President Dave Frederickson on a letter sent from NFU and 12 other groups to Members of the House and Senate regarding cuts in the President’s budget (the House GOP budget makes even deeper cuts to such programs)
“Efforts to enhance economic opportunities for America’s farmers and rural communities require that the federal budget be able to accommodate a meaningful economic safety net for producers, expand our nation’s resource conservation, renewable energy and agricultural research activities while addressing a broad range of rural development and global hunger needs.”

-Letter [3/1/04] from the National Farmers Union, American Corn Growers Association, American Farm Bureau Federation, Farm Credit Council, National Association of Wheat Growers, National Cotton Council, National Grain Sorghum Producers, National Grange, National Grape Cooperative, R-CALF USA, Soybean Producers of America, U.S.A. Rice Federation and U.S. Rice Producers Association 

GENERAL
“On behalf of the more than 600,000 members and activists of People For the American Way, we are writing to urge you to oppose the FY 2005 budget resolution and the budget process bill (H.R. 3973) recently reported out by the House Budget Committee…  We cannot afford – nor is it fair – to continue the reckless tax-cutting policies of the past few years.  And we must resist radical and one-sided changes to the budget rules designed to help perpetuate the unfair and unaffordable policies that jeopardize our ability to assure a world-class education for our children, quality health care, retirement security, and economic opportunity.”
- Letter [03/24/04] from the People for the American Way 
The Fair Taxes For All coalition, a network of more than 325 national, state, and local organizations – together representing millions of Americans – vigorously opposes the FY 2005 budget resolution and the budget process bill (H.R. 3973) recently reported out by the House Budget Committee.  These measures embrace priorities starkly out of touch with the American people: They favor new unpaid-for tax cuts that disproportionately benefit the wealthy over adequate funding for programs on which working families depend. 
-Letter [03/23/04] from Fair Taxes for All coalition
Prepared by the Office of the House Democratic Whip


