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CHIP UPDATE 
 

PRESIDENT BUSH 
MAKING IT UP AS HE GOES ALONG 

 

In a speech today that was filled with misrepresentations of the bipartisan Children’s 
Health Insurance Program reauthorization bill, President Bush protested a bit too 
much.  Defensively declaring “I’m not making it up,” the President actually trotted out his 
own set of incorrect facts.  As Democrats and many Republicans work to extend health care 
children to 10 million children, President Bush has made up increasingly outrageous excuses 
for breaking his own campaign promise to enroll all eligible children in CHIP and 
undermining this bipartisan effort. 
 

A FEW EXAMPLES OF THINGS BUSH IS “MAKING UP” – AND THE FACTS: 
 

 MAKING IT UP: “With each step, they want to bring America closer to a 
nationalized system where the government dictates the medical coverage for every 
citizen.”  -10/31/07 
THE TRUTH: Bush calls a bipartisan $35 billion proposal (supported by 
conservative Republicans such as Sens. Grassley, Hatch and Roberts) a ‘government-
run’ program, but somehow considers his own $20 billion proposal exempt from this 
charge.  Likewise, when CHIP serves 10 million children Bush calls it a socialist 
program, but when it serves 6 million children he calls for expanding it. 
 

 MAKING IT UP: “After going alone and going nowhere, Congress should instead 
work with the administration on a bill that puts poor children first.”  -10/30/07 
THE TRUTH: Democrats have worked in a bipartisan manner with Republicans for 
months.  Meanwhile, senior GOP lawmakers have noted that the White House has 
refused to engage in a real way in the CHIP effort.  The bipartisan CHIP bill focuses 
on lowest-income children first, and targets low-income children more effectively 
than the Republican proposal.   While the Democratic legislation would enroll 1.9 
million of the lowest-income children into Medicaid, the Republican legislation only 
enrolls 600,000 children into the program. 
 

 MAKING IT UP: “[Congress should work with the administration on] a bill that 
would stop diverting money to adults.”  -10/30/07 
THE TRUTH: The bipartisan CHIP legislation phases out adults in one year.  
Interestingly, many of these adults were added to the program through waivers 
granted by Bush. 
 

 MAKING IT UP: “It still moves millions of American children who now have 
private health insurance into government-run health care.”  -10/26/07 
THE TRUTH: CBO Director Peter Orszag has said that the crowd-out rate of the 
bipartisan CHIP bill is “pretty much as good as it is going to get.”  Partisan 
Republican proposals would actually have MORE crowd-out.  The new bill requires 
states to adopt best practices to limit the amount of crowd-out, and encourages states 
to use CHIP funds to enroll children in employer-sponsored health insurance if their 
family has access to it. 


