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FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 29, 2016

HOUSE MEETS AT: FIRST VOTE PREDICTED: LAST VOTE PREDICTED:
9:00 a.m.: Legislative
Business 10:00 - 10:30 a.m. 10:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Five “One Minutes”

Complete Consideration of H.R. 4901 - The Scholarships for Opportunity and Results
Reauthorization Act (Rep. Chaffetz — Oversight and Government Reform) (One hour of
debate). The bill is a new attempt to reauthorize the only federally funded school voucher program in
the country, DC’s Opportunity Scholarship Program. The House voted on a similar bill, H.R. 10, last
October, and nearly all Democrats voted against it. The vote on H.R. 10 can be found here.

H.R. 4901 is substantially similar to H.R. 10. The bill would reauthorize the District of Columbia
private school voucher program, the Opportunity Scholarship Program (OSP), for five years through
2021, and authorize $300 million over five years divided equally among OSP, DC public schools, and
DC charter schools. In 2004, Congress established OSP, the first and only federally created or funded
elementary and secondary private school voucher program in the United States. In 2011, Congress
reauthorized OSP through fiscal year 2016 in the Scholarships for Opportunity and Results Act (SOAR
Act); that vote can be found here. Under the SOAR Act, DC households with incomes that do not
exceed 185% of the poverty line may receive an annual maximum voucher payment per student of
approximately $8,000 for grades K-8 and $12,000 for grades 9-12.

Like H.R. 10, H.R. 4901 makes a significant change to the evaluation of OSP’s effectiveness. The bill
prohibits a control study group in making evaluations of the OSP and requires a less rigorous “quasi-
experimental research design” than under the SOAR Act. Since 2004, almost $200 million has been
spent on DC voucher schools. That is money that could have been spent on District public schools,
which serve all students.

Republican leadership is misleadingly using a letter from DC Mayor Muriel Bowser and eight members
of the DC Council as proof of their support for the voucher program. The letter did not support the
voucher program itself, but rather advocated for funding that DC public and charter schools could lose
if H.R. 4901 is not passed. The city officials that signed the letter recognize that Republicans in
Congress have tied reauthorization of funding for DC public and charter schools to voucher funding.

Not only is it unnecessary to subject the District of Columbia to a unique federal voucher program, but
the program has proven to be ineffective and has failed to improve academic achievement, as
measured by math and reading test scores. Additionally, the program has failed to improve the
academic achievement of students from low-performing public schools. The SOAR Act also exempts
OSP from federal civil rights laws that apply to public schools and federally funded programs.

Instead of working to address critical issues like the Flint water crisis, providing supplemental funding
to combat the Zika virus which has been found in over 30 states, addressing criminal justice reform, or
simply passing a budget, the Republican Majority is pushing its own education priorities on a local
jurisdiction through this misguided legislation. Members are urged to VOTE NO.

The Rule, which was adopted yesterday, provides for one hour of debate.

Bill Text for H.R. 4901:
PDF Version

Background for H.R. 4901:
House Report (HTML Version)
House Report (PDF Version)



http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR4901:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR10:/
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr4901rh/pdf/BILLS-114hr4901rh.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr522)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr522)
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-114hrpt522/pdf/CRPT-114hrpt522.pdf

gggmm; * .
o B B B RS SR D
OFFICE OF DEMOCRATIC WHIP STENY H. HOYER

THE DAILY WHIP
democraticwhip.gov « (202) 225-3130

“House Budget Chairman Tom Price (R-GA) and Republican leadership plan to meet with party
members Friday morning to, once again, discuss the budget impasse. The Georgia Republican
told CQ that before leaving for their one-week break, Republicans will discuss the stalemate with
conservatives, who do not support the $1.07 trillion fiscal 2017 discretionary spending level that
was agreed to last year in the budget deal... Democratic leadership has argued that Republicans
repeatedly saying they would return fiscal order to Congress by regularly passing a budget and
then not being able to do so is an indication of the party’s internal struggles.”

- CQ, 4/29/2016




