The Berlin Reporter: Hodes passes North Country bill

10/10/2007 - WASHINGTON, DC— The Northern Border Regional Development
Act, which provides economic relief for northern New Hampshire and is the first bill
Congressman Hodes introduced, passed the House this afternoon by a vote of 264 to

154. The bill was included in the Regional Economic and Infrastructure Development
Act.

"A wise and effective federal government honors local control and invests to promote
opportunity and prosperity," Congressman Hodes said. "Finally, we have taken this
step towards getting New Hampshire's northern communities some relief. The North
Country is full of hard-working folks who have the drive to improve their
neighborhoods, but whose communities have been ignored by the federal government
for years. The challenges they face and their sincere desire to turn things around make
a compelling case for leveraging federal investment in the region."

The Northern Border region includes Coos, Grafton, Sullivan, and Carroll counties of
New Hampshire, in addition to the northern most counties of Vermont, Maine, and
New York. On average, the region has higher unemployment, a higher percentage of
people living in poverty and lower household income than the rest of the nation.

"Congressman Hodes' Northern Border bill will finally provide the regional
coordination and synergistic federal funding that our region needs," said Jad Daley,
Campaign Director of the Northern Forest Alliance. "Congressman Hodes is to be
commended for passing such a landmark piece of legislation in his first term."

The Berlin Daily Sun: U.S. House passes bill to create Northern Border
Regional commission

October 9, 2007

Barbara Tetreault

COOS COUNTY — A bill that would funnel $200 million over the next five years to
help the economically depressed communities of northern New Hampshire, Vermont,
Maine, and New York passed the U.S. House last week.

Sponsored by U.S. Congressman Paul Hodes, (D-N.H.) as his first bill, The Northern
Border Regional Development Act passed a vote of 264 to 154. The bill will now go
over to the U.S. Senate where it will be assigned to a committee. A spokesman for
Hodes said the congressman is very optimistic the bill will pass the Senate

Modeled after the Appalachian Regional Commission which has been in existence for
40 years, the bill would appropriate $40 million annually for five years. In New



Hampshire, only Coos County would be eligible for assistance under the commission
in the first year. But in the remaining years, Grafton, Sullivan, and Carroll Counties
would also be included.

The Coos County delegation sent a letter of support for the bill this past August.
“Finally, we have taken this step towards getting New Hampshire’s northern
communities some relief. The North Country is full of hardworking folks who have
the drive to improve their neighborhoods, but whose communities have been ignored
by the federal government for years. The challenges they face and their sincere desire
to turn things around make a compelling case for leveraging federal investment in the
region,” Hodes said.

The counties of the Northern Border region, or ice belt, have higher than average
unemployment and lower median household incomes than the national average. And
while the U.S. population is increasing, the northern counties are actually seeing a
decline.

Under the legislation, local development agencies and nonprofit organizations would
bring project ideas and proposals to the commission in a bottom-up approach. That
approach is designed to ensure that actions reflect local need sand regional
sustainability goals.

The commission would consist of five members - one appointed by each governor
and one member from the federal government.

WCAX/AP: Hodes’ First Bill Approved
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WASHINGTON --(New Hampshire) U.S. Rep. Paul Hodes' first bill has been
approved in the U.S. House.

It's called the Northern Border Regional Development Act and it's designed to
provide economic relief for northern New Hampshire. The House approved it
yesterday on a 264-154 vote.

Hodes says the North Country communities have been ignored by the federal
government. The region includes Coos, Grafton, Sullivan, and Carroll counties in
New Hampshire, in addition to the northern most counties of Vermont, Maine, and
New York.

On average, the region has higher unemployment, a higher percentage of people living
in poverty and lower household income than the rest of the nation.



