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WOLF BLITZER, CNN ANCHOR : One of the issues, Senator Specter, as you know, is what's called a retroactive immunity for the major phone companies to cooperate with these wiretaps, whether Verizon or AT&T or any of the other major phone companies.

Is that something you would support, to give them immunity for prosecution?

SPECTER: I certainly would not give them immunity retroactively on programs that we don't know what they are. We tried to get the telephone companies in two years ago to issue subpoenas, and we were blocked by the White House from doing that. That's a complex story. I think it's unreasonable to ask us to give them immunity for things we don't know what they did.

Now, look, if there was a need for it at the time, and if the telephone companies were good citizens, and if they supplied information which was important, then I would be prepared to look at. But I'm not going to buy a pig in a poke and commit to retroactive immunity when I don't know what went on.

They have kept that from us. See, that's the big problem, Wolf.

Pat and I are the two ranking people. He's chairman and I'm ranking. We ought to know what's going on.

Even the top secrets are discussed with the top people, the speaker and the majority leader. That's what you call separation of power and congressional oversight. And until they are prepared to do that, I'm not prepared to pass a law.

