Republicans Set Their Own Iraq Timeline
of “Months, Not Years”

In stating that the troop surge is the President's “last chance," Republicans have effectively put their own timeline on the U.S. engagement in Iraq. In a recent media interview, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) stated, “This is the last chance for the Iraqis…The last chance for them to step up and demonstrate that they can do their part to save their country.”

In the same article, Senator Trent Lott "added that Republican patience — and thus Congress’ patience — for Bush’s troop increase will last 'months, not years.'"

Click here to read the full story.
Other Last Chance Republicans include:
Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY): “I think can I speak for a majority of Republican senators, that this is the last shot for the Iraqis. This is their last chance to step up and do what they need to do to make this effort to secure the capital city successfully…This needs to be successful over the next six to nine months. And, if not, we`re going to have to go in a different direction.”  [Your World With Neil Cavuto, 1/29/07] 

Senator David Vitter (R-LA): “I think this is clearly, as a practical matter, and in my mind, in my heart, that is clearly the final shot.  And I've said that very clearly to the president and others.”  [Meet the Press, 1/28/07]
Senator Chuck Grassley (R-IA): “This is really the last chance for the political leadership, the last chance for getting behind democracy and getting at the insurgency.”  [Omaha World-Herald, 2/1/07]

Senator John McCain (R-AZ): “We--with--we're done with half measures. And this is the last chance.” [Face the Nation, 1/14/07]

Rep. Paul Ryan (R-WI): “This is our last chance to get a victory.”  [Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 1/12/07]

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA): “I'm giving the people of Iraq one last chance.” [The Orange County Register, 1/11/07]
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