NATIONAL SECURITY EXPERTS
DISCUSS THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE RESTORE ACT
Earlier this week, leading experts on national security spoke about their support for the “Responsible Electronic Surveillance That is Overseen, Reviewed and Effective” Act, or the RESTORE Act.  Tim Roemer, Suzanne Spaulding, and Rand Beers discussed how the RESTORE Act provides the intelligence community with the tools it needs to keep America safe while protecting the rights of Americans.  Below are some of their comments in support.

Tim Roemer, Former Congressman (D-IN), Member of Intelligence Committee, and Member of the 9/11 Commission:

“This bill gives intelligence the tools it needs to aggressively target terrorists at the same time that it protects rights.” 

“This bill aggressively provides the intelligence community with the tools to target al Qaeda and other terrorists and gather timely intelligence, while recognizing the timeless need to adhere to the Constitution.”

Suzanne Spaulding, former Assistant General Counsel at the CIA, former Executive Director of the National Commission on Terrorism, and Senior Staff member for both Republicans and Democrats on the House and Senate Intelligence Committees:

“Coming from the intelligence community, I look at this with a very critical eye.  This bill puts us in a better position because it targets resources and provides clarity, which is absolutely important so we use the full scope of our authority and are on a firm legal footing.”

“There were significant costs to our national security because domestic surveillance was not on a firm legal footing.  It was leaked to the press, it undermined intelligence community confidence, it diverted investigative resources, and it complicated efforts to get future Congressional support.” 

“This bill puts us on a better, stronger national security position and helps protect us from another attack. It provides clarity so that our intelligence officers know how far they can go to seek intel, instead of shying away because the lines are blurred.  It also puts us on a firm legal footing.  The cost of not having that legal footing is the challenges we saw against the TSP (Terrorist Surveillance Program).”
Rand Beers, served under last 4 Presidents in national security positions, former Senior Director for Intelligence Policy under President Clinton, and former Senior Director for Combating Terrorism under President George W. Bush:
“This effort does what I as a consumer of intelligence would want in updating FISA because it speaks to the changing nature of threats and it adapts to changes in technology since FISA was written.”  
“The original FISA Act created a situation of stability and understanding within the intelligence community, and this bill restores that situation.  This is an effort to restore trust in the process.”
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