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PRESIDENT BUSH 
AND THE STATE OF THE UNION 

A Record of Promises Made, Promises Broken 
 

PROMISES MADE PROMISES BROKEN 
 

National Security/Iraq 
 

“We're on the offensive in Iraq, with a clear plan for victory.” 
[2006] 
 
“We're helping Iraqis build an inclusive government, so that 
old resentments will be eased and the insurgency will be 
marginalized.” [2006] 
 
“During this time of war, we must continue to support our 
military and give them the tools for victory.” [2005] 
 
“Our men and women in uniform deserve the best weapons, 
the best equipment, the best training. . . . Whatever it costs to 
defend our country, we will pay.” [2002] 
 
“And second, we must prevent the terrorists and regimes who 
seek chemical, biological or nuclear weapons from 
threatening the United States and the world.” [2002] 
 

 

• Acknowledging failures, President Bush announces plans
to send 21,500 more troops to Iraq. 

 
• The Iraq Study Group called the situation in Iraq 

“grave and deteriorating.” 
 
• According to a secret Pentagon study, nearly 80% of 

Marines who were killed in Iraq from upper body 
wounds could have survived had they been equipped 
with extra body armor.  

 
• President Bush and Congressional Republicans 

received 5 “F’s”, 12 “D’s”, and 2 “Incompletes” from 
the 9/11 Commission for poor progress in terrorism 
prevention and readiness efforts; as their first piece of 
legislation in the House majority, Democrats enacted 
legislation implementing 9/11 recommendations. 

 
• Less fissile material was secured in the two years 

following 9/11 than in the two years before, according 
to a Harvard University study. 

 
 

Balancing the Budget 
 

“Every year of my presidency, we've reduced the growth of 
non-security discretionary spending…By passing these 
reforms, we will…stay on track to cut the deficit in half by 
2009.” [2006] 
 

“I will send you a budget that holds the growth of 
discretionary spending below inflation, makes tax relief 
permanent, and stays on track to cut the deficit in half by 
2009.” [2005] 
 

“We will not deny, we will not ignore, we will not pass along 
our problems to other Congresses, to other presidents, and 
other generations.” [2003] 
 

“To achieve these great objectives – to win the war on terror, 
protect the homeland, and revitalize our economy – our 
budget will run a deficit that will be small and short-term, so 
long as Congress restrains spending and acts in a fiscally 
responsible manner.” [2002] 
 

“My plan pays down an unprecedented amount of our 
national debt.” [2001] 

 
 

• The deficits for 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006 were 
$378 billion, $412 billion, $318 billion, and $260 
billion.  

 
• The $5.6 trillion projected surplus inherited by the 

Bush Administration when it took office has been 
replaced by a deficit of nearly $3 trillion, a 
reversal of almost $8.6 trillion. 

 
• Legislation enacted over the past six years has 

increased the national debt by $2.3 trillion. 
 

• Since March 2001, foreign investors have 
financed 94% of the budget deficit. 
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Energy Independence 
 

“And here we have a serious problem: America is addicted to 
oil.” [2006] 
 
“Breakthroughs on this and other new technologies will help 
us reach another great goal: to replace more than 75 percent of 
our oil imports from the Middle East by 2025. By applying 
the talent and technology of America, this country can 
dramatically improve our environment, move beyond a 
petroleum-based economy, and make our dependence on 
Middle Eastern oil a thing of the past.” [2006] 
 
“I urge Congress to pass legislation that makes America more 
secure and less dependent on foreign energy.” [2005] 
 
“Our third goal is to promote energy independence for our 
country.” [2003] 
 

 
 
 

• America is now more dependent on foreign oil 
than in 2000.  According to the EIA, 58% of oil 
consumed in 2000 was imported, as compared to 
70% today. U.S. dependence on foreign oil is at 
its highest level in 15 years. 

 
• While President Bush took no action, Democrats 

offered several proposals to increase investment in 
alternative and renewable fuels. 

 
• The Republican Energy Bill did little to promote 

energy independence.  
 

• President Bush’s FY 2007 budget proposed to 
spend less on energy efficiency and renewable 
energy than was appropriated in FY 2001. 

 

Health Care 
 

“For all Americans, we must confront the rising cost of care, 
strengthen the doctor-patient relationship, and help people 
afford the insurance coverage they need.” [2006] 
 
“On the critical issue of health care, our goal is to ensure that 
Americans can choose and afford private health care coverage 
that best fits their individual needs.” [2004] 
 
“To make our economy stronger and more productive, we 
must make health care more affordable, and give families 
greater access to good coverage and more control over their 
health decisions.” [2005] 
 
“Together this Congress and this President will find common 
ground to make sure doctors make medical decisions, and 
patients get the health care they deserve with a patients’ bill of 
rights.”  [2002] 
 

 
 

 
• Nearly 47 million Americans now live without 

health insurance, a record high, and 5.4 million 
more than in 2001.  8 million uninsured 
Americans are children. 

 
• President Bush killed efforts to create the 

Patients’ Bill of Rights – the Patients’ Bill of 
Rights was supported by a majority of both the 
House and the Senate.  

 
• The costs of health insurance have increased by 

almost 67 percent since 2000. 
 

• President Bush has promised to veto drug price 
negotiation legislation, a measure supported by 
85% of Americans. 

 

Social Security 
 

“Congress did not act last year on my proposal to save Social 
Security, yet the rising cost of entitlements is a problem that is 
not going away…We need to put aside partisan politics and 
work together and get this problem solved.” [2006] 
 
“So we must join together to strengthen and save Social 
Security. . . . Fixing Social Security permanently will require 
an open, candid review of the options. . . . I will work with 
Members of Congress to find the most effective combination 
of reforms.” [2005] 
 
“To make sure the retirement savings of America’s seniors are 
not diverted in any other program, my budget protects all $2.6 
trillion of the Social Security surplus for Social Security, and 
for Social Security alone.” [2001] 
 

 

 
• The Republicans’ privatization scheme sought 

to replace a guaranteed benefit with a 
guaranteed gamble, would increase the deficit, 
and did nothing to ensure the program’s 
solvency.  

 
• President Bush has used every penny of the 

Social Security surplus while racking up historic 
deficits the past five years.  Without counting 
the Social Security surplus, which is estimated 
to be $177 billion this year, the deficit would be 
$437 billion.  

 

 

 


