
 

democraticwhip.gov • (202) 225-3130 

 

FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2015 

      

HOUSE MEETS AT: FIRST VOTE PREDICTED: LAST VOTE PREDICTED: 

10:00 a.m.: Morning 

Hour 

12:00 p.m.: Legislative 

Business 

 

Fifteen “One Minutes” 

 

1:30 – 2:00 p.m. 

 

3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 

 

H.Res. 38 – Rule Providing for Consideration of both H.R. 161 – Natural Gas Pipeline 

Permitting Reform Act (Rep. Pompeo – Energy and Commerce) and H.R. 36 – Pain-Capable 

Unborn Child Protection Act (Rep. Franks – Judiciary) (One Hour of Debate).  The Rules 

Committee has recommended one Rule which provides for consideration of two bills. 

 

For H.R. 161, the Rules committee has recommended a closed Rule that provides for one hour of 

general debate equally divided between the Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Energy & 

Commerce. The Rule allows one motion to recommit, and waives all points of order against the 

legislation.  

 

For H.R. 36, the Rules committee has recommended a closed Rule that provides for one hour of 

general debate equally divided between the Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Judiciary. 

The Rule allows one motion to recommit, and waives all points of order against the legislation.  

 

The Rules Committee rejected a motion by Ms. Slaughter of New York to consider both bills under an 

open Rule. Members are urged to VOTE NO. 

 

H.R. 161 – Natural Gas Pipeline Permitting Reform Act (Rep. Pompeo – Energy and 

Commerce) (One Hour of Debate). This bill sets statutory deadlines for Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission (FERC) and other federal agencies to act when considering certification or permits for the 

construction or expansion of natural gas pipelines. 

 

The bill would expedite the approval of FERC certificates of public convenience for interstate natural 

gas pipelines by setting a 12 month deadline for FERC to act on a project after receiving a complete 

application. Once FERC issues its final environmental review of the project, the bill would set a 90-day 

clock on other federal agencies to issue any necessary project permits.  If the relevant agency does 

not make a decision within that timeframe, the permit would be deemed approved. FERC may extend 

that time period by 30 days if an agency demonstrates that it cannot complete the process in the 

required 90 days. In the Statement of Administration Policy, the President's senior advisors stated that 

they would recommend a veto of the bill. 

 

Bill Text for H.R. 161:  

PDF Version 

 

Background for H.R. 161: 

CRS Report: Interstate Natural Gas Pipelines: Process and Timing of FERC Permit Application 

Review 

 

TOMORROW’S OUTLOOK 
The GOP Leadership has announced the following schedule for Thursday, January 22: The House will 

meet at 9:00 a.m. for legislative business. The House is expected to consider H.R. 36 – Pain-Capable 

Unborn Child Protection Act (Rep. Franks – Judiciary). 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HRes38:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR161:/
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr161ih/pdf/BILLS-114hr161ih.pdf
http://www.crs.gov/pages/Reports.aspx?PRODCODE=R43138&Source=onthefloor
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR36:/


 

democraticwhip.gov • (202) 225-3130 

 

  

The Daily Quote 

“Republican lawmakers are raising concerns that the party will alienate young voters and women 

by voting for an antiabortion bill coming to the House floor next week, on the 42nd anniversary of 

the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision. In a closed-door open-mic session of House 

Republicans, Rep. Renee Ellmers [NC-02] spoke out against bringing up the Pain Capable Unborn 

Child Protection Act, which would ban abortion after 20 weeks, telling the conference that she 

believes the bill will cost the party support among millennials, according to several sources in the 

room. ‘I have urged leadership to reconsider bringing it up next week.… We got into trouble last 

year, and I think we need to be careful again; we need to be smart about how we're moving 

forward,’ Ellmers said in an interview… Other members voiced concerns in the meeting that the 

bill, which passed the House last year, distracts from the GOP's stated message of creating jobs 
and spurring economic growth.” 

- National Journal, 1/16/2015 

 

 


