g0l

OFFICE OF DEMOCRATIC WHIP STENY H. HOYER

THE DAILY WHIP

democraticwhip.gov * (202) 225-3130

FLOOR SCHEDULE FOR THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2016

HOUSE MEETS AT: FIRST VOTE PREDICTED: LAST VOTE PREDICTED:
10:00 a.m.: Morning

Hour 3:30 - 4:00 p.m. 4:00 - 4:30 p.m.

12:00 p.m.: Legislative

Business

Fifteen "One Minutes”

H.Res. 611 - Rule providing for consideration of H.R. 2017 - Common Sense Nutrition
Disclosure Act (Rep. McMorris Rodgers — Energy and Commerce) (One hour of debate). The
Rules Committee has recommended a structured Rule that provides for one hour of general debate
equally divided and controlled by the Chair and Ranking Member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce. The Rule allows for 3 amendments, debatable for 10 minutes equally divided between the
offeror and an opponent. The Rule allows one motion to recommit, with or without instructions, and
waives all points of order against the legislation.

The Rules Committee also rejected a motion by Ms. Slaughter of New York to consider H.R. 2017
under an open Rule. Members are urged to VOTE NO.

H.R. 3442 - Debt Management and Fiscal Responsibility Act (Rep. Marchant - Ways and
Means) (One hour of debate). This bill would place new requirements on the Administration in
order for the United States to pay its obligations on time by raising the debt ceiling. Specifically, it
would require the Secretary of the Treasury to produce a report within twenty-one days of when the
Secretary projects the federal government will reach the debt limit, and to appear before both the
Ways and Means and Finance Committees to deliver it.

In addition to the report’s required contents summarizing the composition and drivers of the debt, this
bill would require the President to issue a plan for reducing it. Yet it requires no similar proposals from
Congress, and ignores that the President already must submit a complete budget proposal to Congress
containing plans to reduce the deficit and debt as part of the regular budget process, after which
Administration officials typically appear before Congressional panels to discuss the President’s Budget
and plans for reducing the debt.

Ironically, in the same week they are bringing H.R. 3442 to the House Floor, the House Republican
Majority ended more than forty years of precedent by cynically refusing to invite Office of Management
and Budget Director Shaun Donovan to present the President’s Budget to the House and Senate
Budget Committees.

This shows clearly that House Republicans aren’t serious about the budget. H.R. 3442, in addition to
being duplicative of the normal budget process, is intended to politicize the paying of the nation’s
obligations through raising the debt limit when necessary. The result will be further brinksmanship,
threatening catastrophic consequences for the American economy. Failure to raise the debt limit
would not only cause the federal government to default on obligations already incurred, including
veterans and Social Security payments, but could cause another potentially damaging downgrade of
the U.S. credit rating and compromise confidence in America’s economy throughout the world. House
Republicans have also ignored requests from Democrats on the Ways and Means Committee to include
among its requirements a description of consequences of such a default.

H.R. 3442 is not a real attempt to deal with the debt in a responsible way. It is clearly an attempt to
create unnecessary and potentially dangerous new requirements on the Administration in an attempt
to politicize the process of raising the debt limit.

In the Statement of Administration Policy, the President's senior advisors stated that they would
recommend he veto this bill. Members are urged to VOTE NO.

The Rule makes in order 8 amendments, debatable for 10 minutes, equally divided between the offeror
and an opponent. The amendments are:

Grijalva/Pocan Amendment #1. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s report to include
historical levels of federal revenue, including corporate and individual federal income taxes as a
percent of gross domestic product.

Huelskamp Amendment. Places additional requirements on the Secretary of the Treasury to
produce details on the use of “extraordinary measures” to prevent default and the projected date
on which they will be exhausted and the government will default on its obligations.



http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HRes611:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR2017:/
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d114:HR3442:/
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Newhouse/Byrne/Stivers Amendment. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s report to
include whether the President recommends that Congress adopt a balanced budget amendment to
the Constitution.

Kelly (IL) Amendment. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s report to include an economic
forecast of the negative consequences of failing to raise the debt limit, including costs associated
with public health and safety.

Duffy/Hensarling/McClintock/Messer Amendment. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s
report to acknowledge whether the Administration agrees that, in the event the debt limit is
reached, it can “prioritize” debt payments while defaulting on Social Security benefits, veterans
benefits, and other obligations of the federal government.

Messer Amendment. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s report to include a description of
extraordinary measures intended to be used, how long they will last, and their administrative cost.
Grijalva/Pocan Amendment #7. Requires the Secretary of the Treasury’s report to include
distributional projections of earnings of individuals, as well as projections of consumer spending on
gross domestic product.

Takano Amendment. Requires the report to include the impact the threat of default would have
on the economy, including, but not limited to, the impact on the Gross Domestic Product (GDP),
interest rates, employment, household wealth, and retirement assets.
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Bill Text for H.R. 3442;
PDF Version

Background for H.R. 3442;
House Report (HTML Version)
House Report (PDF Version)

TOMORROW'S OUTLOOK

The GOP Leadership has announced the following schedule for Friday, February 12: The House will
meet at 9:00 a.m. for legislative business. The House is expected to consider H.R. 2017 - Common
Sense Nutrition Disclosure Act (Rep. McMorris Rodgers — Energy and Commerce).

The Daily Quote

“The release of President Obama’s eighth and final budget on Tuesday has forced into the open
the seething tensions that never really went away after a spending agreement was reached last
year... [T]hat deal set spending until the end of October of this year, at levels that the president
adhered to and Senate Republicans hope to make stick. But a core group of House Republicans...
now say they want to toss those numbers out like so much flotsam and pass their own budget
with far tighter spending restrictions... [House Speaker Paul] Ryan [R-WI] does not support the
plan... ‘The leadership team knows that number must be adhered to and would be an act of bad
faith on behalf of the House if we were to renege,” said Representative Charlie Dent, Republican
of Pennsylvania and a member of the House Appropriations Committee. ‘It seems some are
insistent about carrying on and setting unrealistic expectations. This is another example of
members who are creating a lot of drama when there is absolutely no need to do so.”

- New York Times, 2/10/2016



https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-114hr3442rh/pdf/BILLS-114hr3442rh.pdf
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr291)
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/R?cp114:FLD010:@1(hr291)
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-114hrpt291/pdf/CRPT-114hrpt291.pdf

