Congress of the fnited States
Hashington, DC 203515

April 19,2013
Chairman Jack Kingston Ranking Member Rosa Del.auro
House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Labor, Health and Human Services, Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies Education, and Related Agencies
2358-B Rayburn House Office Building 2358-B Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
Chairman Tom Latham Ranking Member Ed Pastor
House Appropriations Subcommittee on House Appropriations Subcommittee on
Transportation, Housing and Urban Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development, and Related Agencies Development, and Related Agencies
1016 Longworth House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairmen Kingston and Latham & Ranking Members DeLauro and Pastor:

We ask that the subcommittees prioritize funding for programs that help the most vulnerable in our society
and that create opportunities to enter the middle class.

In the greatest democracy in the world it should be unthinkable that any American be without shelter,
adequate food, or any of life’s most basic necessities. It is especially troubling that far too many Americans do not
have a clear pathway to achieving economic stability and security for themselves or their families. But such is the
reality for many of our citizens in cities, suburbs, and rural communities. As your subcommittees prepare to mark up
appropriations bills for FY2014, we urge you to include language in your reports in support of programs that
alleviate poverty in America. The work of our anti-poverty programs is both an exercise in the responsibility all
Americans have to one another as fellow citizens as well as an investment in a stronger economic future for our
entire nation.

We request that the your subcommittee reports include language supporting the goal of developing a national
strategy to eliminate poverty, with the initial goal of reducing poverty by half within the next decade and ensuring
that every American has equitable access to economic opportunity. We also ask for the reports to express the
Committee’s belief that improving the effective coordination and oversight across agencies as well as implementing
a collaborative, government-wide approach to shared goals and client-based outcomes will streamline access.
improve service delivery, and extend the reach of every federal dollar spent to combat poverty.

Congress has the power to provide not only assistance in the form of support for anti-poverty programs but
the hope that comes from knowing that those who are charged with steering policy have not forgotten our fellow

Americans who are struggling.

Sincerely,

Steny H._I;ioyér
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